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New level of collaboration sees fresh push to tackle cancer    

The Cancer Drugs Alliance (CDA) welcomes Richard Vines as the new Co-Chair of the CDA.   

Co-Chair Professor John Zalcberg congratulated Mr Vines, and said that it signified a new level of 
collaboration between patient groups, industry and clinicians in finding a solution for more timely 
and affordable access to cancer medicines.   

“Richard is ideal for this role given his vast knowledge of issues facing cancer patients as co-founder 
and current Chairman of Rare Cancers Australia.  

“Richard’s appointment reflects that clinicians, industry and patient groups are working together 
more closely now than ever to find a solution for patients with cancer,” Professor Zalcberg said.   

Mr Vines said he is honoured to be appointed as Co-Chair, after having served on the CDA Board 
since 2013 and is looking forward to continuing his work with the CDA.   

“It is an honour to be appointed as Co-Chair of the CDA. The CDA does important work in improving 
the lives of cancer patients and their families.    

“I look forward to working more closely with Professor Zalcberg and the rest of the board to achieve 
better outcomes for tens of thousands of Australians,” he said.  

CDA welcomes John Brumby as CDAC Chair 

The CDA has also announced the newly-established Cancer Drugs Access Committee (CDAC), with 
former Victorian Premier, the Hon John Brumby appointed as Chair of the CDAC. 

The CDAC was established in August of this year with its primary aim to outline a cancer drugs access 
framework.  The framework aims for more cancer medicines to be made available sooner on the 
Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme (PBS), in a way that is fiscally responsible for government and 
delivers better health outcomes for thousands of cancer patients and their families.  

Mr Brumby’s appointment brings to the CDAC his vast experience in public life as Premier and 
Victorian Treasurer and his years of involvement in the business and ‘not for profit’ sectors. 

Upon his appointment, Mr Brumby said that many Australians are unaware of the challenges cancer 
patients face in Australia.  

“In recent years we have seen great progress in the effectiveness of cancer drugs. These 

breakthroughs when combined with the number of these new treatments means that we need to 

ensure that the PBS continues to provide world-leading access to these medicines.  

“By ensuring more cancer medicines are added to the PBS quickly, we achieve better health 

outcomes for thousands of cancer patients and their families,” Mr Brumby said.   
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As well as Mr Brumby’s appointment, the CDAC comprises representatives from industry, clinicians, 

patient groups and the CDA. 

-Ends- 

Issued by Kreab on behalf of the Cancer Drugs Alliance. For inquiries please contact Jemima Turner 

on 0423 500 917. 
 
About the Cancer Drugs Alliance 

The Cancer Drugs Alliance is a not-for-profit multi-stakeholder organisation committed to achieving affordable 

and equitable access to medicines for all Australian cancer patients. Membership comprises individuals and 

organisations, including practising oncologists, haematologists, cancer patient support groups and advocacy 

organisations, and pharmaceutical companies currently providing cancer treatments to the Australian 

community. 
 
 
 


